Annual Report
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“Increased supports to
youth in care are not a
financial ‘expense’ but
rather an investment with
infinite lifelong returns for
our whole society.”
- Youth in Care Canada
Board Member
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Reclaiming Opportunities
For Youth - Thanks To You
From Sarah Stewart, Executive Director &
Rick Schneider, Board Chair
Dear Friends,
Thank you for your generous support.
With your help we are able to build
brighter futures for the young people we
serve.
As we respond to increased demand
for scarce housing, higher readiness for
employment, and the necessary life skills
to sustain both, we are ever grateful to
you, our partners. This year we served
620 young people, an increase of 35%
from last year. Alongside your gifts, we
are pleased to announce Aunt Leah’s
Foundation is near its funding goal for
a new Aunt Leah’s House, helping us
continue to change the lives of youth who
need our support.

Aunt Leah’s Place acknowledges, respects and celebrates the Coast Salish Nations
on whose territories we are fortunate to provide service. Specifically, the unceded,
occupied, ancestral and traditional lands of the xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam),
Sḵwx̱wú7mesh (Squamish), Səlilwətaɬ / Selilwitulh (Tsleil-Waututh) and Qayqayt
Nations.
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After two years of isolation, worry,
loneliness, and life goals put on hold, and
with housing more unattainable than ever,
young people need support more than
ever. We have been there for them as they
get their lives back on track and transition
into adulthood - and we will be there for
them no matter what else comes next.

Despite the challenges of the past year,
we have increased the number of youth
and young moms we support, continuing
to make our services even more efficient
and effective. Meanwhile, we are working
with coalitions to advocate for legislative
change that will provide adequate income
and housing for foster youth aging out of
care.
We strive to steward your investment in
us with the utmost transparency, integrity
and respect for your wishes. Thank you
for supporting our enterprises, valuing our
spirit, building our community, celebrating
with us and most of all, fostering success
for the youth we serve. You make a
difference.
By continuing to support Aunt Leah’s, you
can create a more equitable future for BC
youth.

Eight hundred young people leave foster
care in BC each year. Without us, many
move directly to homelessness.
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For 35 years, Aunt Leah’s Place has helped youth in foster care and young mothers
achieve a better future. We do this with support from our generous donors, by providing
guidance, supported housing, job training and coaching on essential life skills. We believe
every youth deserves to feel safe, cared for, and have a sense of belonging.

Mission
Aunt Leah’s place helps prevent children in foster care from becoming homeless and
mothers in need from losing custody of their children. To support them on their journey to
self-sufficiency, we provide supported housing, job training and coaching on essential life
skills.

Vision and Success
Create an environment where all children connected to the foster care system have equal
opportunities akin to what parented children receive. Build a brighter future for foster kids.

Strategic Plan Goals

1
2
3
4

Aunt Leah’s programs and services are well resourced and designed to provide
persons served with the support they need and opportunities for growth and
hope.
Evolve our organization design, staffing, systems, and infrastructure to meet
projected youth needs and continue to be a great place to work- where staff,
volunteers, and partners are engaged and supported.
Optimize Aunt Leah’s impact through communication, collaboration, and
advocacy.
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Housing
Youth make up the fastest-growing
population of homeless people in Canada.
As they try to transition into adulthood,
their needs are more diverse and everchanging, requiring deeper, more
customized support. The longer youth
remain homeless, the greater the negative
outcomes. Early intervention is key.

117
Were housed and helped to find housing

241
Youth we served who were helped to
retain their housing month over month

When youth come to us, they are typically
facing systemic barriers to stability, from
access to quality resources, mental health
supports, education, good jobs, and
healthy living conditions. Aunt Leah’s takes
a Housing First approach with each young
person we serve. Finding good, affordable
housing creates a sense of safety and
allows us to address other issues these
young people might be facing.
Our staff’s main goal is to work with young
people to make decisions with their best
interests at the centre.
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Together, we hope to end the cycle of
poverty, unemployment and homelessness
and promote stable housing, academic
success, employment and mental
health for youth aging out of care and
experiencing homelessness.

With your support, doors
have literally opened for local
young people.
For example, through the Thresholds
Program, we supported 14 young mothers
and their 18 children, through their
transition to adulthood and motherhood,
leading them to achieve greater financial
stability, housing security and life planning.
When parents are secure, families
are stronger and children thrive. Most
importantly through this work and as a
result of your gifts, we are helping to keep
the next generation of children out of the
foster care system.
This year, we also provided housing to 12
young people at the Lale House, which
offers safe and secure living spaces for an
indefinite period of time. During their stay,
youth have access to all our programs,
which help them develop meaningful
skills, complete school, find employment
and attend counselling. Of those 12
youth, we’re proud to say that 10 have
successfully transitioned to independent
living in the community.

What’s more, through the Friendly
Landlord Network, we were able to
provide four young people with safe and
independent living spaces. This program
connects Aunt Leah’s with landlords who

are willing to rent their spaces for less than
market value. Throughout their tenancy,
Aunt Leah’s has monthly check-ins with
landlords and provides on-going support
to youth.

How your help has reunited a
mother with her children
RMP had three young children in foster
care. Like many in her situation, she was
evicted from transitional housing shortly
after completing addictions treatment.
With support from Aunt Leah’s, she was
able to move from her temporary hotel

and into transitional housing with the
Helping Spirit Lodge Society in August
2021. In September 2021, her children
were returned to her full-time care for the
first time in over a year.
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Life Skills
Since many homeless youth grow up in
unstable family situations, they haven’t had
opportunities to learn and practice things
like managing money, cooking, shopping,
running a home or maintaining social
networks. For those aging out of foster
care, turning 19 can mean being launched
into adulthood without the necessary skills
and support systems other young people
have.

Because of you, Aunt
Leah’s provides a safe and
supportive place where youth
can get the skills they need to
transition to independence.
We envision a future where no young
person has to struggle to find a place to
sleep or enough to eat.
Despite the many barriers and challenges
from the pandemic, we remained focused
on helping youth foster their tenancy
skills in order to prevent housing-loss and
improve youth resilience. We transitioned
some of our services to virtual formats and
provided 47 cell phones and used laptops
to young people so they could participate.
Many found our Connections Program
extremely helpful during these times.
The Connection Program facilitates and
encourages youth to explore their
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cultural roots and build connections with
each other and their communities through
intercultural knowledge from western and
Indigenous healing practices.
Working closely with our partner Dan’s
Legacy - a non-profit organization that
provides counselling sessions both in
person and virtually - we continued
to support the health and well-being
of young people by providing free
counselling to those who needed it the
most.

2,627
Meals and bags of groceries distributed

200
Youth supported through counselling

With your support, 33 youth enrolled in
the Branches Agreements with Young
Adults (AYA) Life Skills Program in 2021
- a three-month program for former
foster youth wishing to pursue life skills
in the form of training, education and/
or employment. Branches creates an
individualized program that includes
classroom-based training and one-to-one
mentorship in areas like interpersonal

skills, employment, housing, education,
health and wellness, financial literacy,
and cultural connection – creating a new
avenue for poverty reduction, economic
stability and education through life skills
training and living supports.
Through the Lifeskills Program, we have
provided tenancy learning opportunities to
75 youth, offered counselling sessions to
200 youth, shared 2,627 meals and bags
of groceries, and distributed 2,598 transit
tickets. Your generosity directly improves
the wellbeing of the youth we serve.
In 2021, the combined effects of the
disclosure of children’s graves at
residential schools, extreme heat and
flooding, and the pandemic resulted in our
sharing circle workshops becoming a safe,
collective outlet for participants to explore
grief, cope with isolation, learn to work

through conflict and release anxiety. When
the pandemic ends, we look forward to
holding workshops in person to better
reflect cultural and personal expression
and improved social cohesion through the
sharing of food and group activities.

Your support is helping a budding
chef follow their dreams
RV was the first trans-identified person to
win Aunt Leah’s “Leah Award” for being a
thoughtful, selfless and returning Branches
participant from last year. They went back
to school to become a security officer and
found a job with the Commissionaires.
This year, due to the pandemic, RV was
laid off from their job. Instead of letting this
bring them down, they decided to enroll

in a cooking program offered by Dan’s
Legacy. They are currently completing the
program, and have successfully registered
to the Red Seal Training Program at
Vancouver Community College to further
pursue their dream of becoming a chef.
Their ability to overcome life’s obstacles
and maintain a positive and optimistic
attitude is inspiring.
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Education &
Employment
Learning how to succeed in the world of
work during the transition to adulthood is
a universal need, and young people aging
out of foster care are no exception.
But research consistently finds that
compared with other young people,
those aging out of care have less stable
employment and earn lower wages as
they enter adulthood, while often having
greater demands to support themselves
financially. Aunt Leah’s aims to change this.

Because of the generosity
of our partners and donors
like you, we are able to offer
wrap-around supports for all
the youth we serve.
A key element of our education and
employment programs is the integration
with our other programming to provide
holistic supports such as housing,
childcare, transportation, clothing,
equipment (such as laptops), and living
expenses to reduce some of the barriers
many of these youth face.
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We offer two key programs to assist
youth in achieving their education and
employment goals – to those currently in
care and those who were previously in
care. Our Bootstraps employment training
program enables youth to explore and
advance their skills to find meaningful and
sustainable jobs by reducing barriers to
employment and strengthening critical
employability skills.

140
Youth enrolled or re-enrolled in the
Supporting Education for Foster Youth
program

71
Youth accessed employment services
through Bootstraps and 40 youth started
a job through Bootstraps

5
Young people graduated from postsecondary programs

Similarly, the Supporting Education for
Foster Youth (SEFFY) program provides
assistance and advocacy to 140 foster
youth and young adults throughout the
year, to help them graduate from high
school, support them through their post-

secondary studies, earn professional
certifications and secure pre-employment
training, internships and job placements.
This year, five of the young people in
the program graduated from their postsecondary programs.

You empowered a graduate to
thrive - then pay it forward
Through the SEFFY program, EF was able
to complete their professional certification
program. Two years later, they’re thriving in
their career. To show their gratitude, they

saved up and made a small but heartfelt
donation to the SEFFY program to pay it
forward and help other youth from care,
pursue their education goals.
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Advocacy
Aunt Leah’s has long advocated for
systemic change, as we deliver individual
supports to youth in need. As a result
of our efforts - and because of your
contributions - we have already informed
the provincial-wide tuition waiver for youth
in care (and formerly in care). We also
informed federal policy around eligibility
on access to homelessness supports
that reflects the unique needs of youth
at risk of homelessness. In 2011, Aunt
Leah’s updated its eligibility criteria to
reflect ready-based transition planning - a
key pillar to the Equitable Standards for
Transitions to Adulthood for Youth In Care
Report, produced by the Child Welfare
League of Canada.
Aunt Leah’s Place continues to provide
strong leadership in advocacy. Alongside
other like-minded organizations, we
engage in meaningful dialogue to
generate short and long-term solutions
that will ensure adequate housing, income
and a wide range of supports for youth
aging out of care.

Your continued support allows us to
collaborate with regional partners to
maximize the impact of our advocacy.

“As we push for systemic
change locally, provincially
and federally, we know that
a unified voice is better and
stronger than a lone one.”
- Sarah Stewart
We leverage our expertise and advocate
for foster youth through our role with
the New Westminster Homelessness
Action Strategy working group and the
Transition in Resources, Relationships,
and Understanding Support Together
(TRRUST) Collective. The Collective is
composed of over 60 non-profit and
government organizations and 250
members, including young people with
lived experience in care. The goal of the

$35 MILLION

250

Added to the provincial budget to support
youth transitioning out of care

Members of the TRRUST Collective,
working to generate systemic change
for youth leaving government care in
Vancouver
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TRRUST Collective is to advocate for
and recommend system-wide changes to
improve outcomes for youth transitioning
out of government care in Vancouver.
We also aim to amplify our voice and
efforts through active participation with
the BC Federation of Youth in Care, the
Regional Homelessness Count, Feminists
Deliver, the BC Non Profit Housing
Association and the BC Coalition to End
Youth Homelessness.
We’re thrilled to see that the provincial
government included $35 million in its
most recent budget to support youth
transitioning out of care over the next

three years and provide continued support
until the age of 27. We are excited to
participate and offer our insights and
expertise, as the government proceeds
to develop the program and plan for
implementation.
All these activities build political capital and
promote awareness of the issues faced by
youth connected to the foster care system,
and the exceptional work that we do. As
pandemic restrictions continue to ease,
we are looking forward to reactivating our
Youth Advisory Committee. It is important
that all our work is informed by the lived
experiences and input from the young
people we serve.
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Our Supporters
We acknowledge the many levels of government, companies, community groups, and
foundations who help fund and contribute to Aunt Leah’s work. Thank you to the many
anonymous donor organizations who support our work.

Government Funders and Partners

BC					
Ministry of Children and Family Development
Ministry of Advanced Education, Skills and
Training Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor
General; Community Safety and Crime
Prevention Branch		
BC Housing			
BC Gaming				

Federal
Department for Women and Gender Equality
Reaching Home: Canada’s Homelessness
Strategy					
Employment and Social Development Canada
(ESDC)
Municipal
City of Vancouver			

Individual Donors
Abhishek Vatsa
Adam Taller
Adrian Shewchuk
Agata Becalska
Alan Cheuk
Alan James
Alicia Prata
Alison Dempsey
Allison Noort
Alma Bealle
Andrea Pilgrim
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Andrew Green
Ankit Sharma
Anne Gartshore
Anthony Trister
Antonio Sousa
Ariel Creighton
Arlene Higgs
Arlene Sutherland
Barbara Wernick
Barry Mittlestead
Ben Vandenberghe

Bernice & Fergus McCann
Bing Fan
Brenda O’Leary
Brian Bromley
Bryan Miller
Caleb Steele-Lane
Carla Busnardo
Carol Cross
Cecil Lau
Charlotte Keller
Cheryl Kathler

Chris & Elaine Overton
Chris & Lorena Seggie
Chris & Sandy Appleby
Chris Donovan
Christian Wen
Christine Baerg
Christopher Seymour
Cindy Buchanan
Clare Waters
Clint MacDonald
Colin Brodie
Colin Gray
Colleen Holub
Colleen Murphy
Connie Elezam
Connie J. Canam
Corrie Chow
Cullen Johnston
Dale Duguid
Dan & Janette Williams
Dana Rowland
Daniel Grima
Daniel Scott
Danielle Neath
Darlene Cathcart
David & Penelope Cyr
David Eirikson
David McMillan
David Parsons
David Wood
Debora Breen
Deborah Meredith
Denis Desharnais
Derek Pope
Diana T Boppart
Diane Newton
Don Sturgess
Donna Lycett

Doreen Bellamy
Doug Morritt
Douglas Bonn
Douglas J Cherrington
Dr. Jack B. Sniderman
Dylan Kirkby
Elena Miller
Elise Chenier
Elisha Marks
Elizabeth Dunn
Elizabeth Montgomery
Elizabeth Stangle
Emy Saju
Enzo Lombardi
Erica Groenewoud
Erlene Woollard
Eugenio Botteselle
Eva-Marie Sarich
Evelyn Peters
Fran Sloan-Sainas
Frances R Murphy
Gail Davies
Gail Hegquist
Gale Stewart
Galen Fletcher
Gary Cuddington
George Cartwright
Georgeann Glover
Gillian Beattie
Gillian Bonn
Gordon Carter
Grace Lee
Graham Salvail
Heather Bolton
Hugh & Diana Alley
I. Macdonald
Ingrid Spadinger
Irene Harvalias

J. White
Jackie Orantes Hernandez
James Heinmiller
James Ko
Jan McIntyre
Jane A.G. Purdie
Jane Macdonald
Jane Taylor
Janet Prowse
Janice Brown
Janice Duivestein
Jason Sundar
Jeanette Mracek
Jeanne Krabbendam
Jeffrey Wadge
Jennifer Danielson
Jill Komlos
Jim Burge
Joan Sangster
Joel Werner
John Greiner
John Lakes
John Lawrence
John Mosca
John Nenniger
John Rogers
John Spencer
Jolene Lansdowne
Jomar Tigcal
Jordan Schalm
Joshua Folk
Joy Miller
Judith De Gaye
Judy Taylor
Julia Glass
Julie Nichols
Jyleece Panchy
Kathryn Hughes
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Kathryn Verlinden
Kathy Parmley
Katrin Richter
Kelsey Wilson
Kent Taylor
Kevin Mitchell
Kimberley Hawkins
Kira Gerwing
Leo Abramoff
Leola Runions
Leslie Disler
Lia Crown
Liane Chen
Lois Walker
Lorna Brown
Lorraine McKendry
Louise Sturgess
Lynne Triffon
Malabika Pramanik
Margaret Clarke
Margaret Dunbar
Margaret Harrison
Margherita Serge
Margot Elizabeth Innes
Marguerite Manshreck-Head
Mark Cruise
Mark Franklin
Mark Hiebert
Mark Morabito
Mark Tanner
Marty Frost
Mary Ann Kmetic
Mary McCulligh
Mary Pushie
Meaghan Duthie
Megan Halprin
Michael Bentley
Michael Iske
Michael Jonker
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Michelle Lin
Mildred Wong
Morgan Thomas
Nancy Barker
Nancy Gordon
Nancy Heimbecker
Napon Taratan
Nassim Rowhani
Navdeep Dhillon
Nick Demare
Nicole Sifuentes
Noel Currie
Pam Costello
Pamela Stern
Patricia Sloan
Paul McRae
Paul Stewart
Paul Sy
Pauline Loyson
Penny Nation
Perry Einarson
Peter and Linda Macgowan
Peter Gionet
Peter Hall
Peter Leung
Peter Mercer
Pieter de Groot
Pui Wong
Ralph Sabey
Raymond Kim
Reid Howard
Rick Schneider
Rob and Debra Mitchell
Rob Van Nus
Rob Weaver
Robert Brown
Robert Ng
Robert Weber
Roberto Dominguez

Rosemary Diane Warriner
Ruby Frenette
Ruth Elliott
Ryan Bird
Sa Boothroyd
Samantha Robinson
Sandra Lande
Sarah Ross
Sarah Salter
Sarah Stewart
Sarah Taylor
Serena Ko
Shahrokh Peter Malek
Shannon Ross
Sharon Salomons
Shauna Warner
Sheila Kelton
Sheila Matano
Shelley Neil
Shirley Macfarlane
Silvano Todesco
Silvina Moscato
Stephanie Dodd
Stephanie Voysey
Stephen Stewart
Sun Young Lee
Susan Cheng
Susan Duffy
Susan Entwistle
Susan Jonvik
Susan Stanley
Susanne J Evans
Sylvia Yelland
Tayah McLaren
Teuta Hoti
Thomas Hawkins
Thy Truong
Tim Plommer
Timothy Howley

Todd Sakakibara
Tracy Sherlock
Trevor Habkirk
Tristan Kingcott
Vagn Eriksen
Val Biggs
Verlon Otto

Vic Martens
Walter Meyer Zu Erpen
Wendy Amy
Wendy Van Oldenborgh
William Burpee
William Smith
Wilson Ng

Winifred Chandler
Wittich Mueller
Youngwoo Cho
Yvonne Gomez

Businesses & Organizations
Full Circle Furniture Inc.
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church of Coquitlam
Good Shepherd Women
iA Financial Group
International Ship Waste Solutions Ltd.
IT Mobility Inc.
Kinsmen Club of Langley
Lo Studio Architecture Inc.
Marcon Developments Ltd.
Mawer Investment Mgmt Ltd
McElhanney Ltd.
MedPlay UBC
Microsoft Canada
MNP LLP
Mott Electric
Mount Pleasant War Memorial Community
Cooperative Association
Netflix
New Westminster Firefighters Charitable Society
PayByPhone

Progressive Sealing Inc
Provincial Employees Community Services Fund
Provincial Employees Community Services Fund
Radius Security
RBC Capital Markets
Real Estate Board of Greater Vancouver
Scotiabank
St. Mary’s Kerrisdale
Steel Gate Hookers
UBC Medicine Spring Gala
United Way of the Lower Mainland
Urban Impact Recycling Ltd.
Vancouver Film Studios
Ventana Construction Corp.
Whitehorse Liquidity Partners Inc.
WorkSafe BC Helping Hands
Yardi Canada Ltd.
Steel Gate Hookers
UBC Medicine Spring Gala
United Way of the Lower Mainland

Foundations
2-4C A Better Future Fund, held at Aqueduct
Foundation
Adoption and Permanency Fund of BC, held at
Victoria Foundation

Allan & Gill Gray Philanthropy
All One Fund
Al Roadburg Foundation
Ames Family Foundation
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Anako Foundation
Arcadia Foundation
Averbach Family Foundation
Azrieli Foundation
Bell Let’s Talk Community Fund
Byram Family Foundation
Cavelti Family Foundation at Toronto Foundation
Chisholm Thomson Family Foundation
Derek and Barbara Smith Foundation Fund, held
at Vancity Community Foundation
Diamond Foundation
Dr. Ann Worth Charitable Foundation
Eagle Rock Charitable Fund, held at Gift Funds
Canada
Jacob & Mechthild Kroeker Gifting Fund, held at
Abundance Canada
Joan Johnston Memorial Fund, held at Vancouver
Foundation
John Hardie Mitchell Family Foundation
Krogseth Foundation
L & P Family Fund, held at Nicola Wealth Private
Giving Foundation
Lagniappe Foundation
Lobstick Foundation
Lotte & John Hecht Memorial Foundation
MakeWay Foundation
Mathisen Family Private Foundation
McLean Group Employee Endowment Fund
Mealshare Aid Foundation
Mel and Geri Davis Charitable Trust
Mirhady Family Fund, held at Vancouver
Foundation
Moffat Family Fund held at The Winnipeg
Foundation
Newlands Family Foundation
Ocean Park Foundation
Osprey Tree Foundation
P.A.I.D. Family Foundation
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Parmley Family Fund, held at Vancouver
Foundation
Peter & June Young Legacy Fund, held at
Vancouver Foundation
Peter Gilgan Foundation
Pratt-Johnson Family Fund, held at Nicola Wealth
Private Giving Foundation
Randy and Lori Buckoll Endowment Fund, held at
Vancouver Foundation
RBC Foundation
Realtors Care Charitable Fund, held at
Vancouver Foundation
Ronald & Elin Beall Fund, held at Vancouver
Foundation
Smith S.H.A.R.E. Foundation, Inc.
The Gauthier Family Charitable Fund, held at Gift
Funds Canada
The Giustra Foundation
The Gordon Family Fund, held at The
Benefaction Foundation
The Karuna Fund, held at Nicola Wealth Private
Giving Foundation
The Marty Cutler Foundation
The Monahan Family Foundation, held at
Benefaction Foundation
The Walsh Foundation
Tony & Gloria Petrina Fund, held at Nicola
Wealth Private Giving Foundation
Trevor Linden Foundation
Vancouver Kiwanis Welfare Foundation
Vancouver Rotary Club Foundation
Waldman/Shnier Charitable Fund, held at
Vancouver Foundation
Winifred Searle Memorial Fund for Aunt Leah’s
Place, held at Vancouver Foundation
Wolrige Foundation
ZLC Foundation

CARF Accreditation
On an annual basis, Aunt Leah’s successfully demonstrates compliance with standards from the
Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities (CARF), in the following areas:
•
•
•
•

Quality Individualized Service and Supports
Community Housing and Shelters (Children and Adolescents)
Case Management Services/Program Coordination (Children and Adolescents)
Community Youth Development (Children and Adolescents) Governance Standards

When you donate to a CARF-accredited organization like Aunt Leah’s, you can feel
confident the people you are supporting are accessing the highest quality programs and services.

Charity Intelligence Canada
Aunt Leah’s Place has been rated by Charity Intelligence as one of the highest rated charities in 2021.
Charity Intelligence impartially analyzes the transparency, accountability and cost-efficiency of more than
750 Canadian charities each year—empowering donors like you to make informed, intelligent giving
decisions. Aunt Leah’s is the only charity based in British Columbia on the list of At-Risk Youth & Youth
Social category.
Charity Intelligence has evaluated Aunt Leah’s Place to have demonstrated high impact per dollar and
found that Aunt Leah’s is one of the most effective Canadian charities in the homeless youth sector.
We received an A+ for results reporting and a a+ for financial transparency from Charity Intelligence.

Our Volunteer Board of Directors
Aunt Leah’s Board of Directors volunteer
their time to steer the organization towards
a sustainable future by adopting sound,
ethical, and legal governance and financial
Rick Schneider
Colleen Murphy
Tracy Sherlock
Ron Yamauchi
Lucie Fournet

management policies, as well as by making
sure we have the adequate resources to
advance our mission. Thank you to all of
our board members.
Monica Bohm
Megan Halprin
Yvonne Gomez
Rebecca Frederick
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Leah’s Legacy
Legacy gifts are vital to the work we
do. This year, Gale Stewart, Founder of
Aunt Leah’s Place continued to build
Leah’s Legacy, as a way to recognize the
committed donors who have made the
decision to leave a gift in their will.

Legacy Members
Nancy Adams
Megan Halprin
Sheila Kelton
Maria Pichichero

Zoe Port
Gale Stewart
Lois Walker

Share what you can for
dreams yet to be realized

Volunteers
Our extraordinary volunteers help
make our social enterprises a success
by selflessly donating their time at our
christmas tree lots, thrift store, and
donation centre. They support our
food security program by packing
groceries and preparing healthy meals
every Wednesday. And they share their
knowledge by tutoring in our education
programs, conducting workshops, and
supporting our drop-in employment
services. Our Board of Directors devote
their time to the governance of our
organization to ensure we can meet the
needs of the foster youth, moms, and
children we serve. We couldn’t do what
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we do without the support and dedication
from our volunteers. Thank you!

490

Volunteers

5,393

Total volunteer hours

$110,664

Value of volunteer contributions, based on
the 2021 Vancouver Living Wage

Gale Stewart
By leaving a legacy gift, these thoughtful
individuals are planting a seed - a seed
that, with careful tending, will grow into
something for future generations to benefit
from - ultimately leaving a gift that helps
build a better world.
These compassionate individuals allowed
us to share their names, in the hope that
others will consider doing the same. Thank
you to the founding members of Leah’s
Legacy.

“My children have benefited greatly from
having both financial and emotional
support, from my husband, myself,
and our extended family over the
years. I could easily share some of my
remaining resources with others beyond
my immediate family, who are in need.
But my thoughts quickly came back to
Aunt Leah’s Place, how wonderful it
would be to share a portion of my estate
supporting an organization that delivers
programming to youth and young moms
to achieve their goals and dreams. A gift
supporting goals and dreams yet to be
achieved, building a brighter future for
so many is the best way I can think of to
truly leave a legacy.”
Nancy Adams, supporter &
Leah’s Legacy Member
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Jason
Kaylie
2022 Champion Award Winner
During her seven years in the Aunt Leah’s
family, Kaylie has grown tremendously. Initially
working for Aunt Leah’s tree lot and eventually
becoming the manager, Kaylie provides
mentorship and support to other youth. Her
determination, passion, and resourcefulness
is an inspiration. We always look forward to
Kaylie’s visits, embracing her infectious laugh
and willingness to help with open arms. Kaylie
radiates positivity and embodies the spirit of the
Champion Award.

Sim
2022 Leah Award Winner
The Leah Award is presented to an individual
who has shown unconditional love and
support and has always been proud of their
achievements. This year, the Leah Award
recognizes Sim, who came to the Threshold
program in December 2021 with her nineday-old son. Since then, Sim has grown to
become a role model for other moms in the
program. Sim has a passion for learning and
brings a diversity of knowledge and experience
to everything she does. She leads workshops,
supports the Threshold Cooking Club
Program and is always willing to support others
with their learning. Sim has a big heart and we
are very grateful to be a part of her journey.
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2022 Jeremy Wright Award
The Jeremy Wright Award celebrates a
Support Link youth who is working actively
to achieve their goals. We couldn’t think of
a better recipient than Jason. Jason moved
to Canada alone as a refugee youth - with
no family or friends. From the start, he took
the expectations and responsibilities of the
program very seriously. Six months into the
program, Jason had achieved his goals of
enrolling to complete his highschool diploma,
obtaining his learner’s driver’s license, and
learning how to budget and save money. Jason
intends to take advantage of the Agreements
with Youth Adults, attend college and pursue
his passion of being in the army and serving the
country he now calls home.

Andy
2022 Rona Award Winner
The Rona Award recognizes a youth in one of
Aunt Leah’s training programs who has shown
kindness, compassion, strength and pride.
We’re excited to recognize Andy, who was
referred to the Bootstraps program in hopes
of securing a second part-time job. During his
time, Andy brought his positive influence to a
number of Aunt Leah’s programs and the youth
who participated in them. Andy has grown
tremendously, working to develop healthy
habits. He is on his way to making his longterm career and life goals a reality. As a result
of his hard work, Andy successfully acquired a
second job, and is currently completing a postsecondary culinary program.
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General & Administration
Subtotal $398,862.00 6%

8%

7%

$34,645
Operating expenses

Subtotal $521,104

28%

$145,630

Administration and
overhead

65%

$340,829
Wages and benefits

Fundraising

Grants & Foundation
Subtotal $1,641,325
26%

Fundraising
Subtotal $962,088
15%

Social Enterprises Revenue & Other
Subtotal $884,565
14%

Donation
Subtotal $342,698
5%

3%
3%
3%
1%

$82,678.00
$71,530.00
$68,285.00
$13,286.00

Municipal funding
BC Gaming Income
Income assistance
Employment and Social
Development Canada (Canada
Summer Jobs)

$221,222.00

Wages & benefits
Administration & overhead

$99,586.00

$257,649.00

$584,232.25

$587,130.75

$3,070,207.00

27%

60%

Subtotal $4,499,219.00

12%
Subtotal $811,297.00 13%

$490,489.00

Lifeskills

Employment

Education

Housing

Programming

Operating expenses

Social Enterprises

$6,230,446.00 | 100%

EXPENDITURES

71%

6%

13%

13%

68%

40%

9%
$217,316.00
Skills Training for Employment
program (STE)

Subtotal $2,498,690

10%
$240,560.00

16%
$387,341.00

Employment and Social
Development Canada (YESS)

BC Housing

23%

34%
$570,955.00

$846,739.00

Reaching Home: Canada’s
Homelessness Strategy

Ministry of Children and Family
Development

Government Funding

FY 2022

$6,329,366.00 | 100%

REVENUE

FY 2022

26
$54,340.00

Essential Skills Workshops
(ESW)

8%

$340,584.00

13%

5%

$243,648.25

Subtotal $584,232.25

Bootstrap (Skills Link)

Bootstrap (STE)

13%

1%

1%

11%

Employment

Subtotal $587,130.75

$29,172.00

$503,618.75

Youth Advisory
Committee (YAC)

Supporting Education for
Foster Youth (SEFFY)

Education

$216,736.00

Lale House and Supportive
Housing

Branches

$118,589.00 3%
Subtotal $257,649.00 6%

2%

$799,642.00

Thresholds

$76,315.00

$44,911.00

Friendly Landlord Network

Connections

$227,893.00

BC Housing

1%

$450,455.00

Link - Reaching Home

$62,745.00

$483,831.00

Link Outreach

Subtotal $3,070,207.00

$846,739.00

Support Link

Housing

Training

Lifeskills

$4,499,219.00 | 100%

PROGRAM EXPENDITURES

FY 2022

Aunt Leah’s Youth Hub & Main Office
816 Twentieth Street
New Westminster, BC
Canada, V3M 4W6
604 525 1204
With thanks to Central City
Foundation for a stable home.

Aunt Leah’s Vancouver Office
#333 – 1101 Seymour Street
Vancouver, BC
Canada, V6B 0R1
604 559 9982
With thanks to the City of
Vancouver for a stable home.

auntleahs.org

#12304 1683 RR 0001

68%

5%

18%

1%

5%

10%

11%

19%

